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Story & Art by 


‘Julietta Suzuki 







Mamoru 


Nana mi’s 
srtikigami. 


Nanarm Momozono 


A high school student 
who was turned into 
a kamisama by the 
^ tochigami Mikage. j 


Tomoe 


The shinshi who serves 
Nanami now that she’s 
the new tochigami. 

|i Originally a wild fox A 
ayakashi. jjr 

















Onilo'ri 


Kotetsu 


Kotaro Urashima 


Himemilco 


A human Himemiko is 
■ in love with. 


Sukuna 


The Rtju-oh who 


Afishaijahashi 
who serves 
Himemiko. 


I g Nanam i Momozono is a high school student who was evicted from her home when 
I ■JierJpS^skipped town. 

I BSHemeets the tochigami Mikage in a park, and he leaves his shrine and his kami 
rsjfc^her. 

| pNow^Nan amTspends her days with Tomoe and Mizuki, her shinshi, and with 
j l^uUri and Kotetsu, the onibi-warashi spirits of the shrine. 

! i f Nan ^ hu has t *een slowly gaining powers as a kamisama by holding a festival at her 
5 ■shrine^ttSrding a'big kami conference, and getting embroiled in the succession 
tight .it the tengu village^^^^^ 

!* SfNanami’s love for fTolino? is^growing daily, while Tomoe is becoming aware of his 
3 shrine is slowly gaining respectability thanks to 

1thmya^ddM^MaU^pro^rl^celebrnted^the new year, but...?! 


Story 
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THAT'S 

fiMlNG! 


YOU'RE 
STAYING 
UNPER THE 
SAM. R 00? 
AS A HIOH 
SCHOOL 
GIRL! 


I 

ENVY 
YOU! X 
REALLY 
ENVY 
YOU! 




WATCHING 
HIM 4 
MAKES MB 
WANT 


SOI 

TR/)DfD 

PLACES. 










































































































l-Vll 

H2LP 


SORRY" 
X PIPN'T 
NOTICE 
IT UNTIL 
NOW 


f LET'S 
I TAKE 
THAT/, 


AH, 

THERE'5 
A TAXI 
(OVER 
THERE/ 








































































































TATARA IS A 
distinguished 
AYAKASHI SWAMP 
THAT HAS BEEN 
HOME TO YOKAI 
SINCE ANCIENT 
TIMES. 


THAT WOMAN 
IS NOT A 
YOKAI WHO 
CAN FALL IN 
LOVE WITH 
A HUMAN. 


LISTEN. 

AYAKASHI 

AND 

HUMANS 
LIVE IN 
DIFFERENT 
WORLDS. 


THE/DON'T 
NEED TO GET 
MARRIED. 
JUST LET HER 
PLAY AROUND 
FOR A WHILE. 


HIMEMIKO 
DISGUISES 
HERSELF AS 
A HUMAN 
BECAUSE 
SHE UNDER¬ 
STANDS 
THAT. 7 


YOU FELL IN 
LON/E WITH 
A human 

woman a 
Long time 
Ago... 
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YOU 
KNOW I 
CAN'T LIB 
TO YOU. 


WHy'RE 
YOU 1 
BEING- 60 
STUBBORN? 


I'M 

TELUNO 
YOU . 


...i vom 

KNOW 

ABOUT THAT 

TBRUKO 

WOMAN. 


SHEESH. 




































































-Hello! 

I'm Julie-t-ta Suzuki. 
TKar\k pu .Por 
picking up -tkis 
volwvie o-P 
kannisanna kiss 1 . 

TKis is -tke 
-tvoel-P-tk volurvie 
o-P ka/V)isa(V)a. 

Tkis is -tKe 
-Hirvierviiko arc I’ve 
had i n -tke sack o-P 
My Mind. I Hope you 
enjoy reading i-t. 

And -tke ft^yu-ok 
\/oko kasn’-t seen 
around in a lone, 
vokile (7) appears. I-P 
you're wondering 
voko ke is, please 
read voluMe -Pour. 


See you la-ter! 

& 



& 



_____ 









































































CLOSE 

THE 

SHUT¬ 

TERS, 

ONIKIRI/ 


/ IT 
STARTED 
TO RAIN 
SO 

SUDDENLY. 


HIMEMIKO 
AND 
KOTARO 
ARE LATE. 
I WONDER 
IP THEY'RE 
ALL RIOHT. 


SOMETHING 
STONGE IS 
HAPPENING! 


THERE'S 
WATER 
IN THE 
SHRINE] 


mffl 


WHA? 






















































mwmm 

WfegMgim 

mmm Im 

SHRINE 


...60 I 
BROUGHT 
THE TOCHIOAMI 
ANP THE 
SHRINK 
HERB. 


IT'S THE 
WEPPINO OF 
HIMEMIKO OF 
THE SWAMP 
ANP My 
MASTER 
NISHIKI-SAMA, 
PRINCE OF 
INUNAKI 
SWAMP/ 







































HIMEMIKO O? 
THE SWAMP 
MUST MARRy 
NISHIKI-SAMA. 


IF THAT 
K0TAR0 
STANPS 
IN THEIR 
WAY... 


...WE'LL 
SIMPLy 
MAKE HIM 
PISAPPEAR. 


WHAT'S 

WITH 

THESE 

VOKAl?! 








































































HE GETS 
HURT MORE 
EASILY THAN 
ANYBOUY... 


...YET HE 
ALWAYS 
THINKS 
OF ME. 


WM/S THEM 

SmMosrJM 

WpelicateM 

TanVTENQERX 
MAN I HA YE l 
EVER MET.' 


WHEN 
I'M WITH 
KOTA... 


...I CAN 
"PEEL HIS 
AFFECTION, 
K PEEPER 
' THAN THE 
/ SEA. 


I HOPE THIS 
CONTINUES 
FOREVER... 


PINP 

IT 

COM¬ 

FORTING. 














f'lime- 
miko of 
TTa+ara 
swamp. 


)/ou are 
beautiful, 

wi+k 

obsidian 
eyes and 
scales +ka+ 
skine in +ke 

JjSW 


oe mine 
and we 
shall live 
as husband 
and wife 
























































































you 

me no 

MANNERS/ 


mwegm 

rnumm 

mfowm 


THINK I 

mu 


YOU 

TOUCHED 

ME, 

NISHIKI 


...WITH 

YOUR 

PIRT/ 

H/ANP5. 
















...WILL 

NOT 

CONDONE 

SUCH 

BEHAVIOR. 


you 

WILL NOT 
RETURN 
TO THE 
WATER 
ALIVE— 


P'AftHE 

Am$om 

\ 3mm m 

IHMiH 

mgmmm 


mmmw 

mm 

MS 
























PONT UCE YOUR 
POWEQ6. 


if you po, 
youu TURN 
BACK INTO AN 
AYAKAm. 


...INTOAN 

AYAKAm. 


OH, X 
KNOW. 


I WOULP 
NORMALLY 

cut you 

POWN 


I SHALL 
&m YOUR 
FLESH TO 
THE FISH 
OF TATARA 
AW MAKE 
HIMEMIKO 
HAPPY. 


...BUT I 
HAVE BEEN 
WONPERINO 
WHAT TO OET 
AS AN 

ENOAOEMENT 

OIFT. 


























KOTA! 


1 so 

THERE'S 
A MAN 
AS 

WELL. 


A MAN 
ANP A 
WOMAN. 


HIME- 

MIKO. 


THIS IS 
PERFECT- 


WH- 

WHAT'S 

HAPPENING 


RUN, 

KOTA! 




Ti 


y/jM 



r 

, ■■■. 


/ 


/ 





















CANNOT 
USB MY 
POWERS 


3R\H& 

OUT 

THE 

NET. 


CANNOT 
LET HIM 
FINPOUT 
WHO I 
AM. 


I WILL 
CAPTURE 
THEM. 


I CANNOT. 


...AFFORP 
TO RBVBAL 
MY TRUE 
SBLF TO 
KOTA... 


...WANTTO 
BE WITH HM 
STILL. 


















I 

WANT 

to bb 

WITH 

HIM. 


Mill J& 




#T3W ^ 



' . Xvsfe^r jp 


llyh 


! XV 



JP 

K 











SOME- ' 
THINO 
STA8BEP 
1 My LEO 


KOTA/ 


WHY'S 

THIS 

HAPPEN¬ 

ING 


ARE 

you 

ALL 
RIGHT 
?! , 


£11337 




















f ...are * 

PIPPERENT 
PROM THE 
LOWLY ONE5 
WHO NEST ON 
LANP... 


...ANP I PINP 
IT PIPPICULT 
EVEN TO 
STANP ON 
THIS PILTH/ 
EARTH. 


H you 

HUMANS. 


90 NOT 
MOVE 
AROUNt? 
SO. 
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YOU 

WANT TO 
FISHT 
RYU-OH 
SUKUNA 


YOU ARB 
IN THE 
PRESENCE 
OF NISHIKI- 
SAMA, PRINCE 
OF INUNAKI 
SWAMP. 


...WHO 
RULES 
OVER THE 
SEVEN SEAS 
OOLPFISH? 
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WHO THE 
HELL ARB 
THESE 
GUYS? 


HtME- 

MIKO? 


WHY'S 

HE 

CHASING 

US? 


- 


KOTA! 


WHAT 

SHOUUP 

IPO? 


in mw are i 
fiWHAfm Y° u 

■SHOuaxk all 
Tvcfim Ri^ht, 

. m KOTA? 


PON'T 
KEEP LY\HG 
THERE. 
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...INVITE? THE 
TOCHIOAMI TO 
OUR SWAMP, 
ALONO WITH 
HER SHRINE. 


SHE 16 MY 
PRECIOUS 
OUEST 
KAMI. 


— ' r\,~ 


-^r / ••• i u 

I TWO ARE My r( 

| PRECIOUS * 
\ SOUVENIRS. K' 


FW^Sfly ;|7 V\ W 


J\ iW 

V I WILL NOT 1 


HAVE YOU 1 

\ ji| 

INTERFERE 1 





























MMM...I 


SMELL LIKE 


A BEAST. 


YcS 


NlSHIKI 


SAfAA 
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<\ 


SURE/ 
COME AT 
, NIB! 


I'LL 

S KILL 
YOU, 


DUDE! 


I'LL 

WARM UP 
BEFORE 
X 00 TO 
YOUR 
SWAMP 


...ANP 
FIX YOUR 
PATHETIC 
FACE FOR 

you. 


NOW > 
CLENCH 


...YOUR 

mm 

































excuse me 

FOR BEINO 
LATE... 


SHIRA 

NUl! 


.NISHIKI- 
5 AMA. 


I YOU ARB 1 
THE MASTER 
OF INUNAKI 
SWAMP. 


Mfwvi 


HE > 
TIPPER 
OVER MY 
PALAN- 
QUIN. 


NISHIKI- 

SAMA! 


vo 

NOT 

EVER 

FOROET 

THAT. 


AFTER 
WE ARE 
BACK IN THE 
SWAMP, 

X SHALL 
LECTURE YOU 
EXTENSIVELy 
ABOUT HOW 
A MASTER 
SHOULP 
BEHAVE. 


WHAT RE 

you 

ROINO? 

KILL 

HIM/ 






















I LIKE 
YOUR 
LOOK. 


HOW 
ABOUT 
YOU FIOHT 
ME? 


W"^ 































































I went -to see 
Arvskor Wat! I only 
stayed .for -three 
days, &ut CaM&odia 
voas a <=.ood place! 
"The people voere 
nice and delightful. 
A-t -the airport... 



...-the airport staff 
kept G,reetinc, each 
other in a friendly 
Manner and every¬ 
one voas sMilinG>. I 
Pelt very &>ood 
a&out it. 

There voere Many 
ruins! I'm scared of 
hicih places, so 
there voere places I 
couldn't diM&, &ut I 
took a very 
thorough look at 
the lower places 
instead. The Pood 
voas G»ood too! 


For a 
souvenir I 

( \ & OUCaW 3 
L~ C ^-v\pape.rcraPt 

L G^anesha. 

I’d love to 
<so a&ain! tS 
Love Love 













SHIR A- 
NUI- 
SAMA. 


WHAT HAS 
HAPPENEP 
TO youR 
CHEEK? v 


/ SOME¬ 
THING'S 
NOT 
RIGHT, 
THOUGH. 


NISHIKI-SAMA 
15 WRITING 
A LETTER TO 
HIMEMIKO. 


'NOTHING. 


NISHIKI- 
SAMA WENT 
TO SEE 
HIMEMIKO 


KEEP N 
HIM IN HIS 
ROOM UNTIL 
HE HAS 
FINISHER 
WRITING. 


...BUT 
ONLY A 
HUMAN 
GIRL WAS 
THERE 


























































so 

HAVE YOU 
FINISHED 
DISINFECTING 
MIKAGE 
SHRINE? 


THE 
HUMAN 
KAMI IS 
RESISTING. 


THE 

HUMAN 

KAMI? 


EVEN IF 
I’M ALL 
ALONE... 


you 

CANNOT 

DISINFECT 

THIS 

PLACE/ 


X WON'T 

let you 
t?o as you 

PLEASE 

ANy/WORE/ 



A 

===== 

/ THIS 



' 16 MY 




SHRINE/ 
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WHAT PO 
YOU MEAN BY 
"PISINFECT,* 
ANyWAy?/ WE 
CLEAN THIS 
SHRINE EVERy 
PAy/ 


WE > 
CANNOT 
CON¬ 
TINUE 
WITH 
OUR 
DUTIES. 


TELL THAT 
NISHIKI 
PUPE THAT 
HIMEMIKO 
WILL NEVER 
MARRT 
HIM/ 


SHE'S \ 
SUPER x 
LOVBY- 
VOVBY WITH 
KOTARO! 


mm 


mm k 


NOW THAT 
you KNOW, 
TAKE ME ANP 
My SHRINE 
BACK TO 
WHERE WE 
BELONO/ 


aoi/ you 

TOOK THE 
HUMAN 
KAMI. 


SOME- 

THINO/ 


WHA 


THE 
HUMAN 
KAMI 15 
LIKE A 
BEAST. 




























































































SO WHO 
THE HELL 

.Ikwjtfji 

IHEEEEEEl 


DON'T 

com 

OUT 

YBT! 


THERE 
UNTIL 
YOUR 
BEASTLY 
SMELL IS 
GONE 


SO HIS 
NAME IS 
SHIRANUI. 


...AS 

SHIRANUI- 

SAMA 

SAID. 


WELL, 

ALL 

RIOHT. 


VO YOU 
THINK SOME¬ 
ONE LOWLY 
LIKE YOU CAN 
EXCHANGE 
WORDS WITH 
NISHIKI- 
SAMA? 


/ IP I CAN 
SEE THAT 
NISHIKI 
DUDE, I'LL 
BARGAIN 
WITH HIM AND 
OET OUT OP 
HERE- 


YOU CAN 
ONLY LOOK 
AT HIM 
PROM PAR 
AWAY. 


THAT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE. 


!§ 













































6HIRANUI- 
SAMA 16 
NI6HIKI -SANA'S 
GUARDIAN AW 
16 SECOW INI 
STATUS OWY 
TO NI6HIKI- 
6AMA. 



0-0 F 


COURSE NOT 


THOSE ARE 


THE RULES. 


then youvE 

NEVER TALKED 
TO NISHIKI- 
S AHA 
EITHER? 
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ICOULPNOT 
BELIEVE... a 


...SOMEONE 
SO BEAUTIFUL 
EX/STEP IN 
THIS WORLP. 



























...IMISHIKI- 
SAMA WOULD 
HAVE GIVEN 
ME A WORD. 


...WOULD NOT 
HAVE MINDED 
TURNING INTO 
FOAM AND 
DISAPPEARING. 





























































































































































































































0 / 

pAffT / 

. 0 9 J/5 “iyi 


I WAS 
WONPERINO 
HOW CLOSELY 1 


anp \ Sty 

THERE'RE yZi In 

no yy W) ^ 

AYAKASHI fp JzXf 
AROUNP. fCJ&Cj 

in in 


/ THE \ 
t Security! 

HERE iSaI'tV 
TIGHT l\ 
\ ENOUGH. \ 

G-UARPEP, YWS? /K (( 

but we 

SNUCK IN py )\ m T^Qp 


X 00 NOT 

KNOW/ THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME I HAVE 
ENTEREP THE PALACE 
OROUNPS. 

s 

llpllp 

m 

m 

mk o 




HUMAN 7 *AMi 1 
CONVINCEqM 
ME TO COME 
\ ALL THEM 
WAY HERE. 


mTiC AN&USTM, 

WMSAy A THE^M 

WhumAn/xaM/M 

WHREATENEtZME. 

^ANP'FORCE^MEi 

TO come MthI 
herWW 


W§pamTM 

Wjust/a 1 


WtiZPJNOT 
Whin*: we can 
WREALLY SEE ; 
WsHIICI-SAMA 
WANYWAY... 


WILL I BE j 
PUNISHER, 
IF I'M 
FOUNU?\ 
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LISTEN 

WELL, 

NISHIBI- 

SAMA. 


YOU ABE THE 
ONE AND ONLY 
SUPREME 
EXISTENCE 
OF INUNABI 
SWAMP. 


YOU MUST 
NEVER BOW 
TO ANYBODY. 


AND 

WHEN YOU 
HAVE COME 
OF AGE... 


...AND 
BECOME 
MASTER 
OF TAT ABA 
SWAMP. 


(f ...YOU SHALL \ 

jra/' £ r 


// BE UNITED IN \ 

V Ifv^/ i 


MARRIAGE WITH 

f KiHri ^ 

/ 

HIMEMIBO OF I 



\\ TATAR A SWAMP/ 

' f \ / ; 

<jL * -jtl 


















/ TONI(3HT l 4 
DINNER 14 
NI4HM- 
4AMA4 
FAVORITE 
4WEETFI4H. 


|§f%W OON, 
NI4HIKI- 
4AMA14 
PREPARE HUNGRY. 
HI0 MEAL 
AT ONCE. Jk. 


fama- 
\ sm. 


YOU ARE 
THE ONE 
LIGHT 


/...THAT 
4HINE4 
AT THE 
BOTTOM 
OF THE 
jZWAMP. 
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THEN I 
WILL! 


HIMEMIKO 
OF THE 
SWAMP 
HAS A 
BOypRIENP 
NAMEP 
KOTARO/ 


SO SHE 
WON'T SET 
MARRIEP 

to you/ 


* xp you i 

.UNPERSTANP, 
TAKE ME ANP 
MY SHRINE 
BAOK TO 
WHERE IT , 
BELONGS/ 

x- 


ESPECIALLy 
NOT TO A 
PAMPEREP 
eoy WITH 
A WARPEP 
PERSONALITy 

like you/ / 












































t?0 

MOT TELL 
SHIRAMUI 
ABOUT 
THIS. 


WBS#AU\ 
PAY FOR. 

! i: ms]m 


"THE 

WATER 

of m 

SWAMP 
IS MOST 
CLEAR" 


"I SHALL 
PROMISE 
you A 
&OOV LIFE 
HERE." 


THIS LACKS 
ALLURE 
AS A LOVE 
LETTER. 


..."ANP THE 
BOTTOM OF 
THE SWAMP 
IS MOST 
COMFORT¬ 
ABLE." 
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THEN YOU 
SHALL &0 
MEET 
HIMEMIKO. 


THREE 
DAYS 
LATER, 
ON THE 
NIOHT OF 
THE PULL 
MOON. 


' WE VO 
NOT NEEP 
TO GO 
THROUGH 
SUCH 
TROUBLE. 


I CAN 

JUST SENP 
A LETTER 
ANP WAIT 
FOR HER 
TO COME 
HERE. 


/A ORANP \ 
I PRO¬ 
CESSION 
OF INUNAKI 
i SWAMP j 


I Do WOT \ 
VIAWTTO ' 
TRAN/EL OW 
LAaID A&AW- 


...SHALL &0 
TO TATARA 
SWAMP 
TO TAKE 
HIMEMIKO 
AS youR 
WIFE. 


...ANP MAKE 
HIMEMIKO OF 
THE SWAMP 
INTERESTEP 

in you. 


WHEN 
SHE SEES 
yOUR NOBLE 
PIOURE, SHE 
WILL AC-REE 

to MARRy you 
RIOHT AWAy. 






























HEARP 
PROM THE 

maip- 

SERVANTS 


SHE IS A 
KAMI, BUT 
ALSO A 
HUMAN GIRL. 


NISHIKI- 

SAMA 

SHOULP NOT 
BE TALKING 
TO HER. 


...THAT yOU 
SPOKE TO 
THE HUMAN 
KAMI OP 
MIKAOE 
SHRINE 
yOURSELP 


if you 

WISH TO 
COMMUNICATE 
WITH HER, 
ASK FOR ME 
INSTEAP... 


I TOLU 
THEM 
NOT TO 
TELL YOU 
ABOUT IT. 


CLEAR 

AWAY 

THE 

TABLE/ 


THIS ' 
TASTES 
TERRIBLE. 







































PAWN... 
I MUST 
MAKS 
THAT 
FEMALE 
HUMAN 
KAMI 
; CRY... 


OTHERWISE 
X WON'T 
FEEL 
BETTER! 










































...I'M 

HUNGRY. 



thino 

WAS 
THROWN 
OUT BY 
THESE 
POLKS 


NANAMI- 

SAfAA. 
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/ "TO Mt dear 
TOMOE-SAMA. 1 HAVE 
AUWAVS WATCHED VOU 
FROM BEHIND THE 
TIUUARS. I DO NOT HAVE 
THE COURAGE TO STEAK 
TO VOU, SO FORGIVE ME 
OR SENDING THIS UETTER 
AUTHOUGH I KNOW IT 
IS A BREACH OF 
ETIQUETTE..." 


THIS... 


..ISA 

LOVE 
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...DOESN'T 

REJECT 

CIRLS 

BLUNTLY. 



































TKis arc is 
-Mirweociko's 
love story. 

(Recently, -/tana -to 
Yufloe (Via^aT-ine 
Keld a popularity 
poll -Por karviisarvia 
Kiss. TKanks -to 
tKis arc, -Hirvierviiko 
o.p tKe swarvp 
ranked very Kie»K. 

©* Yaay! 


TKanks -to 
every&ody wKo 
participated and 
vo-ted!! 

I Kope I'll &e a&le 
-to announce tKe 
results in tKe 
next volurvie. Q? 


it’s starting to 
G,et Kot. In tKe 
(Vian^a, it’s still 
winter, tKoucK. 

I (Viust &e careful 
not to draw 
sKort-sleeved 
dotKes! 











































































PUT 
IT OUT 
QUICK. 


...MY 
MORI 16 
BURNING. 


Will BE 
BURNED! 


'WHAT'RE 

you Aii 

D0I/4&?! 


PONT 

MOVE/ 
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I PON'T 
CARS- IF 
HIMEMIKO 
HATES 

you... 


NO 

WOMAN 
IN THIS 
WORIP 
HATES ME 
NISHIKI. 


WHAT'S 


...BUT 
X PON'T 

want you 

UPSETTINO 
My FRIENP. 


WRONO 


WITH 


THAT 






































































THEN 

my don't 

YOU START OFF 
By LEARNING TO 
SAy "I'M SORRY" 
AND "THANK 

you." 





























...BOTHER 
LISTENING.M 
TO A WOMANi 
UKEHE fgM 


HOW 

LUDI¬ 

CROUS. 


I HAVE 
NEVER 
EXPRESSED 
GRATITUDE 
FOR ANY¬ 
THING. 


THAT 

HUMAN 

KAMI. 




FROM THE 

IK U~\\\ 

MOMENT 


WE MET, I 


HAVE FELT 


STRANGE. 



mr / 




■ [ 1 \!h 

IS 

;/// 1 / 7 # 


Jill Ip 

in 

II 


01 




















OH My, 
NISHIKI- 
5 AMA/ 



YOUR 

CLOTHES 

HAVE 

BEEN 

BURNT/ 


I ONLY 
BRUSHES 
AGAINST 
A FIRE. 


SETA 

CHANSE 

OF 

CLOTHES 
REAPy. / 



THANK 

YOU. 
















































































LEARN 

HOWTO 

SAY... 


..."I'M 
SORRY" 
ANP 
* THAN/C 
YOU." 


TOMORROW 
I'LL FIGURE 
A WAY OUT 
OF HERE 
FOR SURE! 




















SINCE 
I WAS 
LITTLE, I 
FOUND IT 
HARD TO 
EXPRESS 
MYSELF... 
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WHAT IS 


THIS KIP? 


IS HE 


RYU-OH 

IS 

WEARING 

STRANGS 

CLOTHES. 


YOUR 


PET? 


we 


NURTURING 
TRUE LOVE 
TOGETHER 


I WILL NOT 
HAVE YOU 
SPEAK 
RUPELy 
TO KOTA. 




































































































































































































..60 WAIT 
FOR m. 

































HOW 

{ AUDACIOUS 


THE/ 
PLAN 
TO WIN 
NANAMI 
OVER 


50 

WHAT 

SHALL 

WE 

PO? 


...ANP 
ENTER 
INTO MAT¬ 
RIMONY 
WITH ME. 


X SHALL 
MAKE THEM 
ATONE 
WITH THEIR 
PEATHS FOR 
HURTING 
KOTA. 


COMMANP 
ALL THE 
AYAKASHI 
THAT OWE 
ALLEGIANCE 
TO TATARA. 


X SHALL 
CHOKE THEIR 
SWAMP WITH 
THEIR 
CORPSES/ 


















Meanwhile, 
Tomoe and 


company... 


IT'S 

ONLY 


PICKING NUTS 
WHEN IT 
STARTED 
RAINING. 


YOU TOOK 
SHELTER AND 
WHEN YOU 
RETURNED, THE 
SHRINE HAD 
DISAPPEARED. 
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PIP 

HIMBMIKO 
OF TATARA 
SWAMP PO 
THIS?! 


PIPSHBGO 
OVBRBOARP 
BBCAUSB 
SHB'SIN 
LOVB WITH A 
HUMAN?! 


LET‘S\ 
&0 TO 
TATARA 
SWAMP. 


IN ANY 
CASB, IFSHB 
PIP THIS TO 
MHYAGB 
SHR/NB, 
WB CAN'T 
IGNORBIT! 


1 LET'S 
GO 

QUICKLY. 


...so we 

NEEP 
TO GO 
ABOUT 
THIS 
CARE- 
FULLY- 


WE VO N'T 
KNOW 
WHETHER 
HIMEMIKO OF 
THE SWAMP 
REALLy PIP 
THIS 


TOMOE- 

KUN, 

WAIT. 


m 

i / / 

1 II / / 

r 


i 

i 

/ ij 



1L\ 
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IF YOU'Re 
GOING- OUT 
WITH THAT 
WOMAN 
WITHOUT 
KNOWING 
WHO SHE 
IS... 


U...UM... 


HIMEMIKO 


IS TAKINO 


A LONO 


TIME 

































HIMEMIZO 




































Nowadays i\oy nails 
are in terri&le 
skape TKey're 
so dry. , 

& 6 



I Pind it s-trarvG,e. 

My Kands don't 
G,e-t -too dry... 

Tke other day, new 
episodes oP Poirot 
were Broadcast oc 
satellite, so I was 
t^lued to rv>^ TV. 
"Three Act 
Tragedy," "The 
Clocks," “-Hallowe'en 
Party," and 
"Murder on the jf 
Orient Express." x 

They were so -Pun 
to watch! I love 
Poirot. Mysteries 
£,ra& rv*y heart when 
the murderer 
is chanviinG,. 




















RttJ-OH- 
|5 MfiM. 


mrPB 

YOU 

GUYS 

HERE? 


YOUR 
WIFE 
ASKEt? 
US TO 
owe THIS 
to you. 


1 THIS IS 
youR 
EVENING 
SNACK. 


WHAT 


WHERE'P 
1 THIS 
WATER 
COME 
p FROM?! 


Ryu- 

0H- 

SAMA. 


I CAN'T 
BREATHE 




























..JUST A 
HUMAN. 


AMI 

PREAMING? 


YOU 

GUYS GO 
HOME 
NOW. 


IMUSTBEi 

PREAMIN&k 


WhenL 
WimeJSL 
TM/ m% 
W/s ?*f * 


KOTA! 























I JUST 
CAW T 
OVERLOOK 

you 

RECEIVING 
A FR4IL 
HUMAN. 






























































































































































ChaRfceKlrai] 





I QON'T WANT 
TO LOOK AT HER. 


..AFTER 

ALU 

THIS?/ 





































I SHALL 
NEVER 
APPEAR INI 
FRONT 
OF you 
AOAIN. 


OUR 
REART6 
TOUCHER, 
EVEN IF 
JUST FOR A 
MOMENT. 


THAT IS 
ENOUOH 
TO KEEP 
ME LIVINO. 


KOTA. 


FAREWELL. 




222 

r^!/2j22X; —' 

I SHALL 

NOT FOROET, 
EVEN AFTER 




2/%:'\22vl 

HUNDREDS 

2— 

22 21 


Ky/ r \ 

i OF YEARS. 
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x pon't 
KNOW 
MUCH 
ABOUT 

you 

TWO 


your 

LAST 
WORPS.. 
IS THAT 
WHAT 

you 

REALLY 









































































NOW 
CAN I 
ACCEPT 

you... 


...AFTEP 

ALL 

men 


IF ' 
YOU'VE 
GOT 

ANYTHING 
TO SAY, 
GAY IT 
NOW 


/ WE 
WERE 
TOGETHER 
FOR ONE 
WHOLE 
YEAR 


...AND 
I'LL TELL 
HIMEMIKO 
LATER. 



I CAN'T 
TRUST 
HER WHEN 
SHE DIDN'T 
TRUST ME. 


SHE 
DIDN'T 
TRUST 
ME AFTER 
ALL. 


PTHERE 
IWAS NO 
H.WAY I 
f COULD 
MAKE UP 
mY MIND 


AND I 
FOUND 
OUT THE 
TRUTH 


...SO 

SUDDENLY. 


Ww HEN 

|ASKED.| 

MEjIFiK 

■hiked! 

jHER# 
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A MAN 
WHO'S 
WORTHY 
OP TRUST. 






































KOTA. 



























































I voervt -to 

larAd! <$ 



I Kad £urv! 

I'd like -to c=,o 
ae,airv _ 



COULP YOU HAVE 
TOLP ME THE 
TRUTH THEN? y 




























































































































Tl-JUUU 



HIMEMIK 01 
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you ah 

RI£HT? 


WOULP 
I HAVE 
BEEN 
ABLE... 


I HAVE 
BEEN 
ABLE TO 
ACCEPT 

you... 


..WITHOUT 

LOOKING 

AWAY? 











UH-OH. 

: WOVJ HE'S 
I CRYING. 


you WOULP' VB IF ICOULP HA VB 

TOLP MB PONB THAT... 

ALRBAPY. 


















H-H-H-HAVE3 
■ ■YOU SEEN AS 
MAN WITH AN; 
EyE PATCH/S 
' BRAIDS= 
AND HORNS™ 

sarouncs 

=HERE?= 


NO, I 
HAVEN'T. 


HIS 

NAME IS 
RyU-OH/ 


THERE 

AREN'T 

ANy 

SWAMPS 

AROUND 

HERE. 


THEN 

do you 
KNOW OF 
ANy SWAMPS 
OR PONDS 
AROUND 
HERE?/ 


YES! 
SOME¬ 
PLACE 
WHERE 
A yOKAI 
MIOHT 
LIVE/ 


SHOW 
ME A 
MAP/ 


THERE 
ANY HINTS 
TO WHERE 
-HIMEMIKO 
v , 75?/ 


7/4^5 
WITH YOU 
FOR ONE 
WHOLE 
YEAR... 


BUT X 
REALLy 


...DON'T 

KNOW 

ANy- 

THINO 

ABOUT 

you 













































WHAT'RE 

YOU 

gonna VO 


"TATARA 

SWAMP." 


...AFTER 
YOU SEE 
THE CATFISH 
PRINCESS, 
HUMAN? 













...WON'T 

LET 

THINGS 
ENP LIKE 
THIS/ 


HAVEN'T 

TOLP 

HER 


...REALLY 
LIKE HER 















































































'/ My i 
HEART 
IS NOW 
PROWNEP 
IN TEARS 


Cha^eS^ 


KOTA 
OAVE ME 
THIS PAIN AS 
WELL AS THIS 
LOVE FOR 
HIM 


...I AM 
SATISFIED. 














Il 































































































ANQI CAN'T 
HELP BUT BE 
MOVE? BY 
HIM... 





































LETTER IS 
A WRITTEN 
TESTAMENT 
TO HOW 
MUCH 
YOU LOVE 
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PREPARE 
TO OREET 
THE OUEST 
RIOHT 
A WAV'. 


SHALL 

INFORM 

NISHIKI- 

SAMA 

ABOUT 

THIS. 


...NISHIKI- 
SAMA ANP 
THE HUMAN 
KAMI 


BUT 

SHIRANUI- 

SAMA 


...ARE 
NOWHERE 
TO BE 
FOUNP. 
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mvs 

YOU R 
6 WAMP 
UP SUCH 
A HIGH 
MOUNTAIN? 


TUERE'RE 
MANY 
BEAUTIFUL 
THINGS 
ON LAND 



































HOW 
COULV 
THIS BE 
BEAUTI¬ 
FUL?/ 


It’S 

cute. 

9? 


IT'S 
WEAR¬ 
ING A 
COLLAR, 
SO IT 
BE 
SOME¬ 
ONE'S 
PET. 



/'HE W 

\ LOOK/ 

HUMAN (1 
W'O^AC’. 7 \ 




\ .,./FWE ^ 

' FOLLOW 


WE'LL REACH 
A VILLAGE... 















































'ZAMBN! 


r i've 

< FINALLY 
FOUNDm 
WITH THE 
1200 YEN 
I HAVE 


YOU CAN'T 
JUST TAKE 
THOSE 
FLOWERS/ 
THEy'RE 
FOR 
SALE/ 


Hey 

MISTER/ 
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Thank ^ou -Por 
reading this -Par! 


Thank you always 
-Por your letters. 
They're -Pood -Por 
rv>y soul. ^ 

■* 

l-P you have any 
coivyvients and 
thoughts a&out 
voluivie I2-, do let 
rv>e hear -Proivi you. 

© 

Julietta Suzuki 
c/o Shojo 5>eat 
VIZ- Media, LLC 
P.O. Sox TOIO 
San Francisco 
CA 9+101 


I still e-loe* aad 
tweet. 

http:/ / suzu ju. 
jue,eoo.jp/ 


I hope we'll se a&le 
to (Vieet ae,ain in 
voluivie 13. ^ 

See you! 


























THIS 


BAKEP 


SWEET 


POTATO 


LOOKS 


VBUCIOU6! 



I NOT TO 
* * „ / WORRY, 
^re THANK 
Sw* ' YOU/ 
wy t'. J 


WE'LL 


OLAPLY 


HAVE 


SOME/ 


I'LL OIVE 
YOU SOME 
SWEET 
POTATOES 
TO MAKE 
UP FOR IT. 


SORRY 


ABOUT 


WHAT MY 


HANAKO 


PIP, MISS. 
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IOUE 55 

you've 

NEVER HAP 
A BAKER 
SWEET 
POTATO. 


IT'S 

BURNT 

BLACK. 


CrUa'CH 


I DO 1 
MOT 
WAMT 
SUCH A 
THIM&. 


IT'S 

SWEET 

ANP 

PELICIOUS. 


\ 

COME, ' 
HANAKO. 


you 

WANT 

SOME 

TOO? 
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SHE 

DIED IN AN 
ACCIDENT 
ABOUT TEN 
YEARS 
AGO. 


HANAKO'S 
MY WIPE'S 
NAME. 


IT 

HAPPENED SO 
SUDDENLY, I 
WASN'T ABLE 
TO BE THERE 
WHEN SHE 
DIED. 


/ UP MY V • / / 


/ MIND \ \ )■././ 

/fflSSSBrfH 

| THAT I'LL 

/ n yC', 

BE THERE ■ 


1 WHEN |V \ 


\ THIS ONE A 


A GOBS. P \ 

; r ' : J 




















































































PON'T 

YOU 

THINK 


YOU' RE 
RIOHT. 


...THAT 
HE 15 50 
BEAUTIFUL 


.HUMAN 

KAMI? 


THIS 
IS THE 
SECONP 
PAY SINCE 
MY SHRINE 
WAS 

BROUGHT 

HERE 



















STARTING 
TO MOVS 
FORWARD, 
STEP BY 
STEP. 


...IS 

BBGINNING 
TO CHANGB. 











































HIMEMIK0 
OF TATAPA 
SW AMP H AS 

arrive?. 


WHERE 
IS THE 
PRINCE OF 
INUNAKI 
SWAMP? 
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The Otherworld 

Ayakashi is an archaic term for yokai. 

Kami are Shinto deities or spirits. The word can be used for a range 
of creatures, from nature spirits to strong and dangerous gods. 

Kotodama literally means “word spirit,” the spiritual power believed 
to dwell in words. In Shinto, the words you speak are believed to 
affect reality. 

Onibi-warashi are like will-o’-the-wisps. 

Ryu-oh is a title that literally means “dragon king.” 

Shikigami are spirits that are summoned and employed by onmyoji 
(Yin-Yang sorcerers). 

Shinshi are birds, beasts, insects or fish that have a special 
relationship with a kami. 

Tochigami (or jinushigami ) are deities of a specific area of land. 


hononfics 


-chan is a diminutive most often used with babies, children or 
teenage girls. 

-dona roughly means “my lord,” although not in the aristocratic 
sense. 

-kun is used by persons of superior rank to their juniors. It can 
sometimes have a familiar connotation. 

-son is a standard honorific similar to Mr., Mrs., Miss, or Ms. 
-sama is used with people of much higher rank. 


Notes 


Page 12, panel 4: All-white kimono 
Worn at wedding ceremonies held at shrines. 

Page 30, panel 1: Nishiki Ryori 

The kanji for Ryori means “dragon-carp” and the kanji for Nishiki 
means “Japanese brocade.” There is a type of carp called 
lijift'l! ( nishikigoi ), or “fancy-colored carp.” 

Page 48, panel 2: Shiranui 

Shiranui means “unknown fire,” and refers to mysterious lights 
that appear at sea during the night. 

Page 81, panel 4: Saikyo-miso 

Mi so is a fermented paste (usually from soybeans) used to make 
broths, sauces, spreads, and to pickle vegetables and meat. Saikyo- 
miso is a white miso commonly made in Kyoto. 

Page 110, panel 3: A thousand ri 

Ri is an old unit of measurement that was used in Japan, Korea, 
and China. In Japan, it was equivalent to about 2.4 miles. One 
thousand ri is about 2,440 miles. 



Julietta Suzuki’s debut manga Hoshi 
ni Naru Hi (The Day One Becomes a 
Star) appeared in the 2004 Hana to 
ITume Plus. Her other books include 
Akuma to Dolce (The Devil and 
Sweets) and Karakuri Odette. Born 
in December in Fukuoka Prefecture, 
:njoys having movies play in the 
while she works on her 

manga. 
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